" The test of literature is, I suppose, whether we ourselves live more intensely for the reading of it." 

~ Elizabeth Drew, Political Journalist


English 223: Immigrant Literature
Instructor:
Karen.Laing-Urbina@csn.edu Phone: 702-651-7532
Reading/Office Hours: Online by appointment. 

Response Time: Within 24 hours Monday-Friday email/voicemail

Materials: 
Reliable Internet Access & Pearson’s My Literature Lab (free pilot)

PEARSON COURSE ID: Laing0987519L
Required Reading: (+/- $100 available from CSN Bookstore)

1. Barakat's Tasting the Sky
2. Chin's Other Side of Paradise
3. Divakaruni's Sister of My Heart
4. Urrea's Six Kinds of Sky
5. Suarez & Van Cleave's American Diaspora
6. Lee's Native Speaker
7. Hemon's Love & Obstacles and

8. Abani's the Virgin of Flames
Course Description
English 268* Themes of Literature: Migrant Literature, focuses on themes, subjects and literary forms which engage issues related to voluntary and compulsory migration. Attention is given to the historical events, cultural and social customs that impact the literature studied. Students will develop their skills in discussion, literary analysis, written response, and artistic expression for the purpose of moving from theory to practice of intercultural competence within and beyond the classroom. 
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of English 101 or Department Chair approval.

Course Objectives
If the student engages consistently, participating in discussion, completing the reading and assignments, by the end of this course, the student should be able to:

1.     Understand and discuss an author’s choices of vocabulary, genre, symbolism and rhetorical device(s) to convey meaning and evoke the reader’s response

2.     Use literary vocabulary and reference various schools of criticism in discussions

3.     Demonstrate the results of close reading and original thinking about the works and themes studied in clear, well-organized writing and articulate discussion

4.     Identify the interplay of key ideas, attitudes and social justice issues related to nationality, linguistic background, race, class, gender, religion, ability and sexual orientation within and among the characters, plots, settings of the selected texts

5.     Discuss the social, cultural and historical contexts of the works studied and the forces that push and pull peoples involved in personal or collective migration(s)
DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER: If you have a documented disability that may require assistance or would like to find out more about getting one documented, you will need to contact the Disability Resource Center located In the Student Service Center on each campus. Cheyenne 651-4700, Henderson 651-3086, and W. Charleston 651-5989. 

For those students who would like to earn a little extra cash, stop by the Disability Resource Center to fill out a job interest card. This office hires students as note takers, readers, proctors, scribes, lab assistants, and research assistants as needed. 

PLAGIARISM: Directly quoting, summarizing, or paraphrasing the ideas of others without specific identification of the sources, and handing in work which is not the students own, all constitute plagiarism. Although in cooperative study and peer editing, students may ask for criticism, such aid must be limited. The individual student is responsible for the preparation and presentation of assignments. The grade of "0" will be given for any plagiarized paper and will seriously affect the final grade in the course. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with and employ the Modern Language Association’s (MLA) standard for citing sources both in-text and in works cited references. Son of Citation Machine is also an effective tool to avoid charges of plagiarism.
METHODOLOGY: “Service”, says Marian Wright Edelman, founder of the Children’s Defense Fund, “is the rent we pay for living.” I agree in both theory and practice therefore, in this class, we will master the course objectives by serving the class and the greater community by taking turns and collaboratively taking action. At times, this will feel as if a chaos theory of classroom management were in effect. In order to succeed, you will need to find your mind and insert it into the Matrix, wherever and as often as possible, being mindful of one another’s strengths and struggles. To cultivate the ability to pay increasing attention to such details and act on the resulting intentions, we will practice what Stephen Covey calls The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People. Prepare to challenge your thinking & writing. Interdependent thinkers welcome and groomed!
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Evaluation:
Only timely submissions will be graded. Save BOTH print and electronic copies of each assignment for revision, portfolio and presentation purposes.

30%

Service: Collaborative Midterm, Annotated 

Bibliography, Process Paper
30% 
Discussion Posts: Reading Journals +
30%

Assessments: Collaborative Midterm, Legacy

10%

Background Research
Extra credit may be earned for a total of 10% your final grade if proposed, approved and submitted no later than Wednesday of Week 5. Last day to withdraw 11/4/11.

Grading:
A = 90 – 100 B = 80-89  C = 70-79  D = 60-69 F = 59 and Below
The instructor reserves the right to adjust assignments and weights as needed. Every effort will be made to provide timely notification of such changes.
Avoid 10 point errors (a.k.a. Dr. Urbina’s Pet Peeves) by eliminating spelling & usage of errors computers won’t catch! These include, but are not limited to:

Know/no


their / there / they’re


too/to/two
its/it’s

could/should/would have
affect/effect


then/than

PARTICIPATION AND ATTENDANCE
You know the assignment due dates. In an online environment there are rare occasions when ‘absences’ are excused. Set a realistic schedule and stick to it. Be advised that for every three credit hours, students can expect nine hours of homework per week. Online, the time commitment is even greater because everything is communicated and clarified through writing. Be realistic and plan accordingly. If you have additional employment or domestic responsibilities prioritize, communicate and organize.
WITHDRAWAL POLICY: Last day to withdraw 11/4/11.
To pass this class, you must complete all assignments with a grade of 70% or higher.

STUDENTS must initiate withdrawal from a course(s) by completing the appropriate form through the STUDENT SERVICES OFFICE. Withdrawal is a student option.

STUDENTS who have not withdrawn after repeated or extended absence / lack of evidence of participation, will earn the grade of F. The last date of attendance / virtual participation will be reported to the Registrar’s Office.
ASSIGNMENTS: To unlock content folders after Week 1 students must complete the previous weeks’ work with a cumulative grade of 70% or higher.
Reading Journal 
To earn full credit for your Reading Journal be sure to use Standard English Grammar consistently (no slang or text-speak) and include:

1. First thoughts about the reading BEFORE you read it, and an insight gained AFTER reading it.

2. Memorable quotes from the reading with correct MLA in-text and work cited references along with a discussion of how they relate to two or more course objectives listed on the first page of the syllabus
3. 2-3 Questions with attempted answers to them, including MLA citations for additional resources you consulted to try and answer them
4. 2+ new literary terms each post (See Glossary in Pearson’s MyLitLab) defined and used in sentences of your own crafting with correct MLA in-text and work cited references
5. An insight interpreting this section of the text’s metaphorical or allegorical aspects
6. An insight about how the text may be interpreted according to one or more schools of literary criticism (see MyLitLab section on Literary Theory)
7. ON DISCUSSION BOARD: One or two four+ sentence paragraphs summarizing the reading assignment with comments about how it relates to your life, current events and the themes you have elected to explore this semester. The foregoing points 1-6 are posted as an attachment (.doc/.docx/.pdf/.rtf extensions only) while this last item #7 is posted in the Discussion Board along with your thoughtful responses to two or more of your classmates’ posts EACH time a section of a text is discussed.
Assessments
Students will take several quizzes, one Collaborative Midterm followed by an individual Process Paper and one Final Project and Portfolio.

Collaborative Midterm
Guidelines will be announced. Teams are posted in Course Resources.

20% of grade will be earned for presentation

20% of grade will be earned for feedback to two other teams’ presentations

60% of grade will be earned by individual Process Papers
Process Paper: After your team has completed its project an individual reflective process paper is due. It addresses the following questions:

( What did I/we do?


( What would I do differently?
( What did I learn?
Coming together is a beginning.

Keeping together is progress.

Working together is success.





Henry Ford

WORKING AGREEMENTS

MAKE THINGS GO WELL

Because this course must build upon or replace habits formed in 12 or more years of formal and informal education in 8 weeks’ time, and because learning is a transformative process that involves testing or creating new habits of thinking, being and doing, students will have to take ownership of and assume leadership for their learning. 

PROPOSED COMMUNITY GUIDELINES (in addition to practice of 7 Habits)

I will practice humility, accountability, respect of self & others by:

( acting from the perspective of my inherent intelligence

( encouraging others to participate thoughtfully by example

( welcoming making mistakes as part of the learning process

( inviting others to thoughtfully critique and appreciate my contributions to class 

and doing likewise

IN ADDITION: to get/give the most in this class I need…
Stephen Covey’s Seven Habits of Highly Effective People

1st Habit - Be Pro-active. Take responsibility for everything in life. When you're reactive, you blame other people and circumstances for your problems. 

2nd Habit - Begin with the End In Mind. Visualize long-term goals. 

3rd Habit - Put First Things First. Prioritize and delegate goal-related tasks.

4th Habit - Think Win/Win Seek mutually beneficial solutions.

5th Habit - Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood. Listen 1st.

6th Habit - Synergize Build on divergent strengths. Collaborate creatively. “The whole is greater than the sum of its parts.”

7th Habit - Sharpen the saw Practice balanced self-renewal by engaging in carefully selected recreational activities. 



SAMPLE FORMAT for standard typed, double spaced (TDS) essay
Student Name

ENG _____ Section ___
Type & Version of assignment

Date

TITLE GOES HERE


First line of paragraph 1 begins here and uses text wrap (not return) to get to the next line of text. Be sure to use Microsoft Word defaults and set double spacing using format menu. Avoid using first person and use a writing process that may include, but is not limited to: spell-checking, Smarthinking draft, peer editing, and revising (Laing 5). Be sure to us Modern Language Association (MLA) formatting for in-text and works cited references to avoid receiving an F on a paper where you used another’s thinking and or intellectual property to support your argument(s).

REQUIRED FORMAT FOR READING JOURNAL
STUDENT NAME 

ENG ___ SECTION___
Reading Journal Week # & date
FIRST THOUGHTS

Based on the title of the reading, what do I expect to discover about the literary themes/cultures or myself? 
NOTABLE QUOTES: (Include MLA citations)

QUESTIONS & ATTEMPTED ANSWERS: 

VOCABULARY:

INSIGHTS: 
interpreting this section of the text’s metaphorical or allegorical aspects

gained from the reading

about how one or more of the themes connects to your reality

about how one or more of the themes connects to current events in the news

about how one or more of the themes connects to two or more course objectives 

about how the text may be interpreted according to one school of literary criticism (see MyLitLab section on Literary Theory)

SUMMARY:

Be sure to highlight use of literary vocabulary; cite at least one quote from the text using MLA format; and respond substantively to two or more classmates' posts for full credit EACH day a section is posted / discussed.
Note well: Thoughtful paragraphs may be crafted using a PREP format. (1st line contains your main Point. The 2nd line contains the reason why that is your main point. The 3rd line provides an example of your reason and its significance to your point and the final line of the paragraph concludes with a fresh insight about your main point or offers a transition to your next paragraph. This is the preferred format for Discussion Board Postings. If you observe this format you will craft what Journalist William Zinsser considers to be paragraphs of brevity, simplicity, clarity and humanity.

For more information On Writing Well, visit, http://www.cla.wayne.edu/polisci/kdk/general/sources/zinsser.htm

LEGACY RUBRIC (Subject to revision. Be sure to check for latest version where submission is posted)
_______________________
‘s
Portfolio:

_______________________

Your name






Peer edited by
Your Legacy is a letter that introduces your Portfolio. It is 2 pages, TDS. In it you will offer examples, advice and encouragement to an incoming student and discuss the representative course materials (artifacts) you have assembled in your portfolio. 

Your Legacy:

____/25 pts
1)
Describes your work

a. What artifacts are in your portfolio?

b. Why/how did you select these items?

c. What useful information do they provide for future students?

____/25 pts
2)
Analyzes the Collaborative Learning (team teaching) experience:

d. What do the artifacts indicate about your understanding of collaborative and self-directed learning?

e. What evidences your commitment to and types of service?

f. How have you grown as a community member and individual?

g. If you knew then what you know now what would be different?

____/25 pts
3)
Reflects & discusses your mastery of two course objectives:


h. Understand and discuss an author’s choices of vocabulary, 

genre, symbolism and rhetorical device(s) to convey meaning and 

evoke the reader’s response

i. Use literary vocabulary and reference various schools of 

criticism in discussions

j. Demonstrate the results of close reading and original thinking 

about the works and themes studied in clear, well-organized 

writing and articulate discussion

k. Identify the interplay of key ideas, attitudes and social justice 

issues related to nationality, linguistic background, race, class, 

gender, religion, ability and sexual orientation within and among 

the characters, plots, settings of the selected texts

l. Discuss the social, cultural and historical contexts of the works 

studied and the forces that push and pull peoples involved in 


personal or collective migration(s)
____/25 pts
4)
Advises, engages and encourages an incoming student:

m.   What challenges might s/he expect?

n.    What resources are available to him/her?

o.  Which resources did you find most useful?

p.  Which resources did you find least useful?

q.    Your choice.
In this essay, though required, you cannot earn points for correct format, use of grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and conventions.  Such errors can only subtract points from your final score and therefore must be assiduously avoided.
Assignment Schedule
Subject to change
	WEEK
	ACTIVITIES (to be updated)

	1-3

	Log into Angel

Read Syllabus a few times, post answers to your questions & others’ on FAQ in Course Resources

Post Intro on Discussion board & roster profile photo
Read Barakat and Chin, complete Reading Journals

Email Team / Begin brainstorming themes 4 Midterm

To next Week’s contents, post grades for first 3 items in Week 1-3 folder at Weekly Quiz link


	4-5

	Divakaruni

Complete assigned readings / Post Reading Journals

	6-8

	Urrea & Suarez

Collaborative MIDTERM / Individual Process Papers

	9-10

	Lee

Complete assigned readings / Post Reading Journals

	11-12

	Hemon

Complete assigned readings / Post Reading Journals

	13-16


	Abani

FINAL + Portfolio

Complete assigned readings / Post Reading Journals
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